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riage and urged Stanton, who was detained by others after
he had placed his foot on the step. I was impatient. Stan-
ton, as soon as he had seated himself, turned round, rose
partly, and said the carriage was not his. I said that was
no objection. He invited Meigs to go with us, and Judge
Cartter of the Supreme Court1 mounted with the driver.
At this moment Major Eckert2 rode up on horseback
beside the carriage and protested vehemently against Stan-
ton's going to 10th Street; said he had just come from
there, that there were thousands of people of all sorts there,
and he considered it very unsafe for the Secretary of War
to expose himself. I replied that I knew not where he
would be more safe, and that the duty of both of us was
to attend the President immediately. Stanton concurred,
Meigs called to some soldiers to go with us, and there was
one on each side of the carriage. The streets were full of
people. Not only the sidewalk but the carriage-way was
to some extent occupied, all or nearly all hurrying towards
10th Street. When we entered that street we found it
pretty closely packed.

The President had been carried across the street from
the theatre, to the house of a Mr. Peterson. We entered
by ascending a flight of steps above the basement and pass-
ing through a long hall to the rear, where the President lay
extended on a bed, breathing heavily. Several surgeons
were present, at least six, I should think more. Among them
I was glad to observe Dr. Hall, who, however, soon left.
I inquired of Dr. H., as I entered, the true condition of the
President. He replied the President was dead to all intents,
although he might live three hours or perhaps longer.

The giant sufferer lay extended diagonally across the
bed, which was not long enough for him. He had been
stripped of his clothes. His large arms, which were occa-
sionally exposed, were of a size which one would scarce
have expected from his spare appearance. His slow, full

1  That is, of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia.

2  Mai. T. T. Eckert, Assistant Superintendent of the Military Telegraph.